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Those Careful Engllsh

There has Jusr been a suit in the
question

Londan courts over the
whether a grocer has any business |
to weigh tea in a bag, and charge
his customer with the weight of the
bag. It has been decided that this |
being the general custom of grocers, |
it is all right. Now the man who |
brought the suit alleges that dish(m-?
est grocers use “loaded” paper 10|
make their bags, thus cheating the!
customer: and the matter is likely
to be carried to one court after an-
other, and finally into Parliament,
with the resuit that grocers will bej
compelled to use paper of a certain |
standard weight. When this is com-
pared with the carelessness of Ameri-
cans in such matters, it does look as
if the English people, with their dog-|
ged insistence om their rig thts, were |
ahead of us in some things.

But there is consolation in the
thought that our carelessness in these
matters arises from our advantages
in the way of wealth and resources
Engiand is a long settled countiry, and
competition is fierce, and resources
not abundant. TFri; country has not
got to the economical point. It is not
very long since, in some parts of the
United States, nothing lower than the
nickel was recognized as a coin. If
you dealt in pennies,
you. Even now, our currency does
not divide into fractions as small in
valu= as that of many other eountries.
‘We have nothing smaller than a cent.

There is one thiag a little worse,
in the mind of an American, than
wastefulness, anc that is the con-
sciousness that one cannot afford to
be wasteful.

Crackers and Mountaineers.

people despised

The “Post” draws a definite line
between the Southern “cracker” and
the Southern mountaineer, cluiming
that the two are quite distinct species,
and that the mountaineer is
of far more respect than the ‘ poor
white trash” of the lowlands.
is true, but it is not true, as
*“Post” goes on to say, that the two
classes are alike d

worthy

scended from
“ecriminals”, and it is a good thing
that Washington is not within shoot-
ing distance of the Cumberlands, or
there might be trouble

it is true, of course, that the Eng-

lish white folk rr.\r.x;,- rted to “the
Virginia plantations” in ndage were
largely offenders a st the la but

many of them

fa being
criminals as we vnderstand ter:
Some were political or religious law
breakers, and soms ¢ guilt of

petty crimes then punished
Oor transportation But ir
to these, there were numerous poor

folk, all throug

eighteenth centuries—ever

n i
early part of the ninecteentt who
roluntarily redem o

and sold 1t ef r a 1
years in order to ava themselve

the better chanc which a new coun-
ry afiorded for earning a livelihood
Of course, they could not comj
with the rich peop vho owned t}
large plantations, when it came to
farming, and there was very little us
for them unless they happened to be
skilled mechanic Hence they drify

ed Into the unoccupied mountain
where they took up land and pPros-
pered in varyving degrees. The realiy
criminal classes, and

not enterprise

those who had
enough to migrate,
staid on in the lowlands, competing
as best they
and in the wuority of cases degener-
ating. Ther became the ;,,r,,g,.;‘;,,;.._-'
of the present "'Y‘Hmr |
trash” or “clay-eater

might with slave labor,

“poor white
having no in-
centive to improve their condition.
+ The mountaineer, on the contrary,
did not degenerate. He remained
fgnorant, of course, in the majority of
c¢ases, since the public school was a
thing unknown in the South before |
the war, and there are few publie!
#chools even now in some of the
mountain districts. The private
schools were too costly for him to give
his sons and daughters their advan-|
tages, and only now and then did an
xnbmous youngster secure something
esembling an education. These com- |
munities, largely of Scoteh-Irish or|
pure English stock, are made up of |
people who are descended from the
better class of poor immigrants to

remain

t advocate still

native |
nors
1 e T z C i for
them 0. S ¢ he moun-
i tain ridges between rich plantat
lands, isclated mmun
ties and from eacl ! e na
ture of the country, prevented fron
gaining riches by the poverty of the
) what could t ea t
best a comfortable livelihood, a
preserve t incient ades of spir
weaving, blacksmithing, and|
ering? This they have done, |
and they present today the singular|
spectacle of of a pure stock, |
called from a Van Winkl eclu
sion to meet the demands « the

twentieth century.
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